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most serious, and the one which has had a hand in
our own defeat, is her optimism. Because she has
been a happy country, a too happy country, she
tends to underestimate danger* Without being
prepared she declared war in its most gigantic
form against the strongest power in Europe and
for a long while nourished the illusion of being
able to conquer without departing from her easy
and pleasant mode of life in any substantial way.
And to this failing must be added the sentimental
caprice which makes the country act on impulse
and force the hand of its government. It manifested
itself on the sanctions question and again at the
beginning of the war.
But to-day England's qualities are far more in
evidence than her faults. This country knows that
it stands alone against the most powerful adversary
in the world and awaits attack with exemplary calm.
Every English man and woman asks only to be
allowed to use every ounce of their energy in the
service of the country.
The masses have been put on their guard against
the dangers of panic, which was the enemy's most
formidable arm in the war on the Continent, and
those British masses are proving themselves capable
of courage and tenacity. The struggle will be
hard, but the power of the Empire, its resolution,
and the nobility of its character should surely
triumph.
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